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AGENDA: The illicit production and distribution of small arms and light weapons. 
  
Introduction to the committee :- 
  
The General Assembly First Committee: Disarmament and International Security 
(DISEC) deals with issues relating to disarmament, global challenges, and threats to 
peace that affect the international community and seeks out solutions to the challenges 
in the international security regime. It considers all disarmament and international 
security matters within the scope of the Charter or relating to the powers and functions 
of any other organ of the United Nations; the general principles of cooperation in the 
maintenance of international peace and security, as well as principles governing 
disarmament and the regulation of armaments; promotion of cooperative arrangements 
and measures aimed at strengthening stability through lower levels of armaments. The 
Committee comprises all member nations of the United Nations, and even though its 
mandate is limited to recommendations, it has proven to be one of the most influential 
bodies in the United Nations, as its resolutions deal with some of the most complex 
topics in the international community. The Committee works in close cooperation with 
the United Nations Disarmament Commission and the Geneva-based Conference on 
Disarmament. It is the only Main Committee of the General Assembly entitled to 
verbatim records coverage. 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



                  DISEC STUDY GUIDE                     
 

2 | P a g e  
 
 

About: - 
 

1. Small arms -  
 
Small arms, often referred to as firearms or guns, are man-portable lethal weapons for 
individual use that can expel or launch a shot, bullet, or projectile by action of explosive. 
They include both handguns (revolvers and self-loading pistols), and long guns, namely 
rifles and carbines, sub-machine guns, assault rifles, and light machine guns, as well as 
their parts, components, and ammunition. 
 
Initially the term small arms did not refer solely to firearms. The 1997 report of the 
Panel of Experts on Small Arms states that ‘small arms and light weapons range from 
clubs, knives and machetes to those weapons just below those covered by the United 
Nations Register of Conventional Arms’. However, the report proceeds to limit its scope 
to ‘small arms and light weapons manufactured to military specifications for use as 
lethal instruments of war’, and provides a list of small arms that has since become an 
acceptable definition of this category of weapons. 
 
This definition is largely reproduced in the 2005 International Tracing Instrument (ITI), 
which states that: ‘“Small arms” are, broadly speaking, weapons designed for individual 
use. They include, inter alia, revolvers and self-loading pistols, rifles and carbines, sub-
machine guns, assault rifles and light machine guns.’ Both the 1997 Panel of Experts 
report and the ITI also include related ammunition in their scope, as well as small arms 
parts and components. 
Craft firearms (also referred to as artisanal, hand-made, or home-made weapons) were 
included in the scope of the 1997 Panel of Experts report, and are implicitly included in 
the ITI definition of small arms. However, antique weapons are subjected to relaxed 
rules. What constitutes an antique firearm is defined in national law, but cannot include 
weapons manufactured after 1899. 
 
It is not clear why the 1997 Panel of Experts preferred the term ‘small arms’ to that of 
‘firearms’; the drafters only state that they decided to focus on military weapons, to 
distinguish their work from the parallel efforts of the Commission on Crime Prevention 
and Criminal Justice that would lead to the 2001 Firearms Protocol. The list of weapons 
they present does not explicitly include firearms such as single-shot or derringer pistols 
and shotguns. There remain some variations in the everyday use of the expression. 
Sometimes the term ‘small arms’ is used to refer to both small arms and light weapons. 
Others distinguish weapons by the calibre of the barrel, considering for example ‘small 
arms’ to include cannons of up to 30mm, or even 12.7mm. 
 
For clarity, this study has classified categories entitled “guns thr0ugh 30mm” as 
referring to small arms. This therefore includes heavier machine guns such as the M2 
Browning. 
 
 
 

https://aoav.org.uk/2016/pistols/
https://aoav.org.uk/2016/assault-rifles-2/
https://aoav.org.uk/2016/machine-guns/
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2. SALW (small arms and light weapons): 
 
Small Arms and Light Weapons (SALW) refers to arms control protocols to two main 
classes of man-portable weapons. 

• "Small arms", broadly speaking, are individual-service (i.e. for carry and 
operation by individual infantrymen) kinetic projectile firearms. These include: 
handguns (revolvers, pistols, derringers and machine pistols), muskets/rifled 
muskets, shotguns, rifles (assault rifles, battle rifles, carbines, designated 
marksman rifles, short-barrelled rifles, sniper rifles, etc.), submachine 
guns/personal defence weapons, squad automatic weapons and light machine 
guns. 

• "Light weapons", broadly speaking, are infantry-portable weapons that are 
either crew-served kinetic firearms, incendiary devices, or shoot explosive 
munitions. These include: anti-materiel rifles/anti-tank rifles, general-purpose 
machine guns/medium machine guns, unmounted heavy machine guns, portable 
flamethrowers, grenades, rifle grenades/underslung grenade launchers, grenade 
launchers, automatic grenade launchers, recoilless rifles, rocket-propelled 
grenades, man-portable anti-tank missiles, man-portable air-defence systems 
and mortars under 100 millimetres (3.9 in) calibre. 

 
Small Arms and Light Weapons also include ammunition, explosives, hand grenades, 
land mines and any other man portable weapons not listed above. 
In contrast, the term "heavy weapons" generally refers to any other weapon systems 
that are too cumbersome for foot transportation and hence have to rely on fixed 
mounting platforms installed upon wheeled frames/vehicles, vessels, aircraft or 
fortifications for effective operation. 
 

• Definition by international legal conventions: 
According to the United Nations Office on Drugs and Crime, the international 
framework on firearms is composed of three main instruments: the Firearms Protocol, 
the United Nations Programme of Action to Prevent, Combat and Eradicate the Illicit 
Trade in Small Arms and Light Weapons in All Its Aspects (Programme of Action, or 
PoA) and the International Instrument to Enable States to Identify and Trace, in a 
Timely and Reliable Manner, Illicit Small Arms and Light Weapons (International 
Tracing Instrument, or ITI), where only the Firearms Protocol is legally binding. 
The ITI, adopted by the United Nations General Assembly on 8 December 2005, defines 
small arms and light weapons as. 
any man-portable lethal weapon that expels or launches, is designed to expel or launch, 
or may be readily converted to expel or launch a shot, bullet or projectile by the action 
of an explosive, excluding antique small arms and light weapons or their replicas. 
Antique small arms and light weapons and their replicas will be defined in accordance 
with domestic law. In no case will antique small arms and light weapons include those 
manufactured after 1899: 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Arms_control
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Small_arm
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Infantrymen
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Kinetic_projectile
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Firearm
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Handgun
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Revolver
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Pistol
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Derringer
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Machine_pistols
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Musket
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Rifled_musket
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Rifled_musket
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Shotguns
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Rifle
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Assault_rifle
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Battle_rifle
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Carbine
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Designated_marksman_rifle
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Designated_marksman_rifle
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Short-barreled_rifle
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Sniper_rifle
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Submachine_gun
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Submachine_gun
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Personal_defense_weapon
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Squad_automatic_weapon
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Light_machine_gun
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Light_machine_gun
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Crew-served_weapon
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Incendiary_device
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Explosive
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Munition
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Anti-materiel_rifle
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Anti-tank_rifle
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/General-purpose_machine_gun
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/General-purpose_machine_gun
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Medium_machine_gun
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Heavy_machine_gun
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Flamethrower
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Grenade
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Rifle_grenade
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Underslung_grenade_launcher
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Grenade_launchers
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Grenade_launchers
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Automatic_grenade_launcher
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Recoilless_rifle
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Rocket-propelled_grenade
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Rocket-propelled_grenade
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Anti-tank_missile
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Man-portable_air-defense_system
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Mortar_(weapon)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ammunition
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Explosives
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Hand_grenades
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Land_mines
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Weapon_mount
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Weapon_mount
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Gun_carriage
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Vehicle
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Watercraft
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Aircraft
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Fortification
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/United_Nations_Office_on_Drugs_and_Crime
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Firearms_Protocol
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Small_arms_trade#United_Nations_Conference_on_the_Illicit_Trade_in_Small_Arms
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Small_arms_trade#United_Nations_Conference_on_the_Illicit_Trade_in_Small_Arms
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/United_Nations_General_Assembly
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(a) “Small arms” are, broadly speaking, weapons designed for individual use. They 
include, inter alia, revolvers and self-loading pistols, rifles and carbines, sub-machine 
guns, assault rifles and light machine guns; 
(b) “Light weapons” are, broadly speaking, weapons designed for use by two or three 
persons serving as a crew, although some may be carried and used by a single person. 
They include, inter alia, general purpose or universal machine guns, medium machine 
guns, heavy machine guns, rifle grenades, under-barrel grenade launchers and mounted 
grenade launchers, portable anti-aircraft guns, portable anti-tank guns, recoilless rifles, 
man portable launchers of anti-tank missile and rocket systems, man portable launchers 
of anti-aircraft missile systems, and mortars of a calibre of less than 100 millimetres. 
Such arms control policies and treaties are focused on international arms trafficking 
(importation and export), and in the standardization of laws, protocols and sharing of 
law enforcement information and best practices across nations to prevent illicit arms 
sales. They also focus on terrorism, arms proliferation as a humanitarian concern, 
disarmament in the face of extreme violence, and cases of ameliorating anarchy, civil 
war and international conflict. SALW provisions are generally not oriented towards 
imposing or enforcing domestic national or local legislation of legitimate gun ownership 
or sale. 
 

• UN SALW control efforts:  
Small arms and light weapons are used in conflicts around the world, causing injury and 
death. Small arms control was first broached by UN Resolution A/RES/46/36 
(December 1991), which was expanded upon by A/RES/50/70 (January 1996). This 
latter resolution mandated a panel of experts to research the type of small arms and 
light weapons being used in the world's conflicts and to study which weapons might 
apply to fall under an arms control regime. The recommendations of expert reports 
returned to the General Assembly, A/52/298 (1997) and A/54/258 (1999) led to a July 
2001 United Nations Conference on the Illicit Trade in Small Arms, with a follow-up in 
July 2006. 
On 26 September 2013 the UN Security Council passed Resolution 2117, which urged 
nations to remain committed to small arms embargoes and SALW control protocols. 
Work on SALW via the United Nations is coordinated by the Office for Disarmament 
Affairs (UNODA), though the UN Coordinating Action on Small Arms (CASA) mechanism, 
which comprises 21 UN departments and agencies working on different aspects of small 
arms and light weapons control. The United Nations Institute for Disarmament 
Research (UNIDIR), carries out research in arms control affairs and has published many 
articles and books related to small arms and light weapons. 
On 2 April 2013, the UN General Assembly voted overwhelmingly to adopt the Arms 
Trade Treaty (ATT) to govern the legal international trade in many types of 
conventional weapons, from warships and aircraft to small arms and light weapons. A 
basic obligation of the treaty is that all States Parties should establish or maintain 
controls in the area. In this way, the treaty also helps the international community to 
address unregulated or illegal trade in conventional weapons. The treaty opened for 
signature on 3 June 2013. To date, two-thirds of UN member states have signed the 
treaty (130 states), and 72 have ratified it. The treaty entered into force on December 
24, 2014. 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Arms_control
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Arms_trafficking
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Small_arms
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Small_arms_trade#United_Nations_Conference_on_the_Illicit_Trade_in_Small_Arms
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/United_Nations_Office_for_Disarmament_Affairs
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/United_Nations_Office_for_Disarmament_Affairs
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/United_Nations_Institute_for_Disarmament_Research
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/United_Nations_Institute_for_Disarmament_Research
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Arms_Trade_Treaty
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Arms_Trade_Treaty
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• Other SALW regimes and control organisations: 

Many other related governmental bodies and non-governmental organizations (NGOs) 
also work on SALW control, major examples being IANSA, Saferworld and the Control 
Arms Campaign. Regional and sub-regional organizations working on SALW control 
include the African Union, ECCAS, the Economic Community of West African States 
(ECOWAS), Southern African Development Community, Andean Community, CARICOM, 
MERCOSUR, Organization of American States (OAS), European Union, the Organization 
for Security and Co-operation in Europe, ASEAN, the League of Arab States, and the 
Pacific Islands Forum. 
 

• Global distribution of small arms:  

In 2018, the Small Arms Survey reported that there are over one billion small arms 
distributed globally, of which 857 million (about 85 percent) are in civilian hands. U.S. 
civilians alone account for 393 million (about 46 percent) of the worldwide total of 
civilian held firearms. This amounts to "120.5 firearms for every 100 residents." The 
world's armed forces control about 133 million (about 13 percent) of the global total of 
small arms, of which over 43 percent belong to two countries the Russian Federation 
(30.3 million) and China (27.5 million). Law enforcement agencies control about 23 
million (about 2 percent) of the global total of small arms. 
 
3. Small arms trade:- 
 
The small arms trade (also called Small arms proliferation and the small arms market) 
is the markets of both authorized and illicit small arms and light weapons (SALW), as 
well as their parts, accessories, and ammunition. 
 

• Definition:  
The arms trade, or small arms market, includes both authorized transfers of small arms 
and light weapons (and their parts, accessories, and bullets) and illicit transfers of such 
weapons. Small arms and light arms are those that can be transported by one or two 
people, or carried by pack animal or vehicles, ranging from firearms like pistols and 
light machine guns to man-portable air-defense systems (MPADS), mortars, and rocket-
propelled grenades (RPGs). The trade occurs globally, but is concentrated in areas of 
armed conflict, violence, and organized crime. In terms of actions that are illicit, this 
trade involves the illegal trafficking of small arms and the exchange of money and drugs 
for small arms, which are all commodities that cross borders around the globe. These 
weapons are not only the choice for a majority of regional conflicts today, but also for 
many terrorist groups operating around the world. Legal transfers are generally defined 
as those approved by the involved governments and in accordance with national and 
international law. Black market (illegal) transfers violate either national or 
international law and take place without official government authorization. Gray market 
transfers are those of unclear legality that do not belong in either of the other 
categories. 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/IANSA_(NGO)
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https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/African_Union
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In 2003, various international organizations (including Amnesty International, Oxfam 
International, IANSA), and domestic groups (e.g. the Small Arms Working Group in the 
U.S.) committed themselves to limiting the trade in and proliferation of small arms 
around the world. They said that roughly 500,000 people are killed each year by the use 
of small arms. 

• Main small arm exporters:  
The Small Arms Survey, an independent research project based in Switzerland, said in 
its 2003 report that at least 1,134 companies in 98 countries worldwide are involved in 
some aspect of the production of small arms and ammunition. The largest exporters of 
small arms by value are the European Union and the United States. 
In 2010, the number of countries exporting at least $100 million of small arms annually 
rose from 12 to 14. The exporters' list was led by the U.S., followed by Italy, Germany, 
Brazil, Austria, Switzerland, Israel, Russia, South Korea, Belgium, China, Turkey, Spain 
and the Czech Republic. Sweden dropped off the list because its exports fell from $132 
million in 2010 to $44 million in 2011. 
In addition, massive exports of small arms by the U.S. (M16), the former Soviet Union 
(AKM), People's Republic of China (Type 56), Germany (H&K G3), Belgium (FN FAL), 
and Brazil (FN FAL) during the Cold War took place commercially and to support 
ideological movements. These small arms have survived many conflicts and many are 
now in the hands of arms dealers or smaller governments who move them between 
conflict areas as needed. 
  

• Main small arm importers: 
The eight countries that imported at least $100 million of small arms in 2011 were the 
United States, Canada, Germany, Australia, Thailand, United Kingdom, France and Italy. 
South Korea dropped from the list because its imports fell from $130 million in 2010 to 
$40 million in 2011. 
  

• UN conference on the Illicit trade of small arms: 
The United Nations Conference on the Illicit Trade in Small Arms and Light Weapons in 
All Its Aspects was held in New York City from 9–20 July 2001 as decided in United 
Nations General Assembly Resolution 54/54 V. Preceded by three preparatory 
committee sessions, the two-week Conference resulted in the adoption of the 
'Programme of Action to Prevent, Combat and Eradicate the Illicit Trade in Small Arms 
and Light Weapons in All Its Aspects.' States are required to report to the United 
Nations on the progress of their implementation of the UN Programme of Action, 
commonly known as the PoA. 
The extent to which illicit trade in small arms is a primary cause of armed conflict and 
other serious humanitarian and socioeconomic issues has drawn controversy. The 
extremely high incidence of small arms violence and the presence of illicitly obtained 
weapons, especially in areas of turmoil and armed conflict, is undisputed. Because other 
societal factors play a strong role in creating armed conflict, however, the role of such 
weapons as a driver of continued violence and disruption has been called into question. 
Recent scholarship has focused on the root societal causes for violence in addition to the 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Amnesty_International
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Oxfam_International
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Oxfam_International
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/IANSA_(NGO)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Small_Arms_Working_Group
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Small_Arms_Survey
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/European_Union
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/United_States
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/M16_rifle
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/AK-47
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Type_56_assault_rifle
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https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Arms_dealer
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Small_Arms_and_Light_Weapons
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/New_York_City
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/United_Nations_General_Assembly
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/United_Nations_General_Assembly
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enabling tools. Another target of criticism is the ability to regulate illicit trafficking 
through international means, since it is unclear exactly what proportion of the weapons 
are trafficked across borders. The nature of the trafficking enterprise makes exact 
statistics difficult to determine. Recently, however, researchers have had some success 
establishing hard numbers within limited parameters. 
According to a 2012 Routledge Studies in Peace and Conflict Resolution publication, 
"the relative importance of diversion or misuse of officially authorised transfers, 
compared to international entirely illegal black market trafficking has been thoroughly 
confirmed." The authors go on to elaborate that..."For most developing or fragile states, 
a combination of weak domestic regulation of authorised firearms possession with 
theft, loss or corrupt sale from official holdings tends to be a bigger source of weapons 
concern than illicit trafficking across borders.” 
The United Nations General Assembly scheduled a review conference in New York 
which was held from 26 June to 7 July 2006. The Review Conference was plagued by 
disagreements and states were unable to agree on a substantive outcome document. 
There have also been four Biennial Meetings of States to consider the implementation of 
the Programme of Action, in 2003, 2005, 2008 and 2010. The 2008 Biennial Meeting of 
States resulted in the adoption, by vote of an Outcome Document focusing on three main 
issues: international assistance, cooperation and capacity-building; stockpile 
management and surplus disposal; and illicit brokering in small arms and light 
weapons. The Fourth Biennial Meeting in 2010 was able to adopt, for the first time by 
consensus, a substantive Outcome Document which addresses the issue of illicit trade 
across borders. 
A second conference convened from 27 August to 7 September 2012 in New York. 

• Data issues:   

Perhaps the greatest barrier to resolving debates over gun policy is the lack of 
comprehensive data. Although the UN Arms Register tries to keep track of major 
weapons holdings, there is no global reporting system for small arms. Gathering data for 
Small Arms and Light Weapons (SALW) can be difficult, considering the transparency of 
some countries and lack of an organized system within countries. However, as pointed 
out by the Small Arms Survey, in the past ten years twenty-nine countries have made 
available a national arms export report. Twenty-five of these countries being European, 
while only four countries being non-European which include Australia, Canada, South 
Africa and the United States. While some countries make information available about 
the small arms of their armed forces and law enforcement agencies; others release 
estimated data on public ownership. Most refuse to release anything, release rough 
estimates or simply do not know. Fortunately, to address these issues, the Small Arms 
Survey's contributors have devised a transparency barometer allowing them to 
consider each country's cooperation and credibility on shared information. 
According to the 2007 edition of the Small Arms Survey, there are at least 639 million 
firearms in the world, although the actual total is almost certainly considerably higher. 
This number increases by approximately 8 million every year, for a total economic 
impact of about US$7 billion annually. 
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The Small Arms Survey figures are estimates, based on available national figures and 
field research in particular countries. They give a general sense of trends and the scale 
of the number of small arms. 

• Gun rights issues: 
There is tremendous variability in the adoption of gun control with respect to individual 
civilian ownership, and international arms control, in different regions across the globe. 
The right to bear arms is a right guaranteed under the Constitution of the United States 
and gun ownership for purposes other than hunting is prevalent and socially 
acceptable. Non-governmental organisations such as IANSA argue that the prevalence of 
small arms contributes to the cycle of violence between governments and individuals. 
The U.S. Supreme Court has ruled (most notably in Antonin Scalia's majority opinion in 
District of Columbia v. Heller) that due to the Second Amendment to the United States 
Constitution, the legislative and executive branches of both the federal and state 
governments are limited in their abilities to regulate gun ownership. 
U.S. gun rights lobby groups, most notably the National Rifle Association and Jews for 
the Preservation of Firearms Ownership, assert that access to gun ownership is often 
necessary for self-defence, including defence against government intrusion into private 
citizen's lives. The JPFO asserts that confiscation of private firearms is a necessary but 
not sufficient condition for tyranny, and draws parallels between contemporary efforts 
to register and confiscate guns and the actions of the National Socialist German Workers 
Party during the lead up to the Second World War. Similarly, gun ownership is widely 
held by many in Pakistan to be a necessary protection against crime as well as a way 
through which citizens can participate in law enforcement. 
Stephen Halbrook, a Senior Fellow at the Independent Institute and an author and 
lawyer known for his litigation on behalf of the National Rifle Association, proposed that 
disarming citizens leaves them defenceless against totalitarian governments (such as 
Jews in Nazi Germany). 
 

4. Arms Trade Treaty:- 
The Arms Trade Treaty (ATT) is a multilateral treaty that regulates the international 
trade in conventional weapons. 
It entered into force on 24 December 2014. 109 states have ratified the treaty, and a 
further 32 states have signed but not ratified it. 
 
The ATT is an attempt to regulate the international trade of conventional weapons for 
the purpose of contributing to international and regional peace; reducing human 
suffering; and promoting co-operation, transparency, and responsible action by and 
among states. 
The treaty was negotiated in New York City at a global conference under the auspices of 
the United Nations (UN) from 2–27 July 2012. As it was not possible to reach an 
agreement on a final text at that time, a new meeting for the conference was scheduled 
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for 18–28 March 2013. On 2 April 2013, the UN General Assembly adopted the ATT. 
International weapons commerce has been estimated to reach US$70 billion a year. 

• Origins:  

The roots of what is known today as the Arms Trade Treaty (ATT) can be traced back to 
the late 1980s, when civil society actors and Nobel Peace Prize Laureates voiced their 
concerns about the unregulated nature of the global arms trade and its impact on 
human security. 
The ATT is part of a larger global effort begun in 1997 by Costa Rican President and 
1987 Nobel Peace Prize laureate Óscar Arias. In that year, Arias led a group of Nobel 
Peace Prize laureates in a meeting in New York to offer the world a code of conduct for 
the trade in arms. This group included Elie Wiesel, Betty Williams, the Dalai Lama, José 
Ramos-Horta, representatives of International Physicians for the Prevention of Nuclear 
War, Amnesty International, and the American Friends Service Committee. The original 
idea was to establish ethical standards for the arms trade that would eventually be 
adopted by the international community. Over the following 16 years, the Arias 
Foundation for Peace & Human Progress has played an instrumental role in achieving 
approval of the treaty. 
In 2001, the process continued with the adoption of a non-legally binding program of 
action at the United Nations Conference on the Illicit Trade in Small Arms. This program 
was formally called the "Programme of Action to Prevent, Combat and Eradicate the 
Illicit Trade in Small Arms and Light Weapons in All Its Aspects" (PoA). 
Later put forward in 2003 by a group of Nobel Peace Laureates, the ATT was first 
addressed in the UN in December 2006 when the General Assembly adopted resolution 
61/89 "Towards an Arms Trade Treaty: establishing common international standards 
for the import, export and transfer of conventional arms". 
The ATT, like the PoA, is predicated upon a hypothesis that the illicit trade in small arms 
is a large and serious problem requiring global action through the UN. According to a 
well regarded 2012 Routledge Studies in Peace and Conflict Resolution publication, "the 
relative importance of diversion or misuse of officially authorised transfers, compared 
to international entirely illegal black market trafficking has been thoroughly 
confirmed."[12]:90 The authors go on to elaborate that, "For most developing or fragile 
states, a combination of weak domestic regulation of authorised firearms possession 
with theft, loss or corrupt sale from official holdings tends to be a bigger source of 
weapons concern than illicit trafficking across borders." 

• UN resolution 61/89: 
On 18 December 2006, UK Ambassador for Multilateral Arms Control and Disarmament 
John Duncan formally introduced resolution 61/89, which requested that the UN 
Secretary-General seek the views of UN member states on the feasibility, scope, and 
draft parameters for a "comprehensive, legally binding instrument establishing 
common international standards for the import, export and transfer of conventional 
arms", and submit a report on the subject to the General Assembly. 94 states submitted 
their views, which are contained in the 2007 report A/62/278. Duncan was speaking on 
behalf of the co-authors (Argentina, Australia, Costa Rica, Finland, France, Japan, and 
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Kenya). On behalf of the European Union, Finland highlighted the support for the effort, 
saying: "everyday, everywhere, people are affected by the side effects of irresponsible 
arms transfers ... As there is currently no comprehensive internationally binding 
instrument available to provide an agreed regulatory framework for this activity, the EU 
welcomes the growing support, in all parts of the world, for an ATT.” 94 States 
submitted their views, which are contained in the 2007 report A/62/278. 
In December 2006, 153 member states voted in favour of the resolution. Twenty-four 
countries abstained: Bahrain, Belarus, China, Egypt, India, Iran, Iraq, Israel, Kuwait, 
Laos, Libya, Marshall Islands, Nepal, Oman, Pakistan, Qatar, Russia, Saudi Arabia, Sudan, 
Syria, UAE, Venezuela, Yemen, and Zimbabwe 
Responding to procedural concerns that were not resolved before the final draft of the 
resolution, the UK said the aim of the initiative was to start a discussion on the 
feasibility and draft parameters of an Arms Trade Treaty, and that "agnostic" states 
would have a clear opportunity to engage in the process. After the vote, Algeria 
indicated that the effort must receive broad-based support from states and be based on 
the principles of the UN Charter. 

• Group of Governmental Experts: 
Resolution 61/89 also requested the Secretary-General to establish a group of 
governmental experts, on the basis of equitable geographical distribution, to examine 
the feasibility, scope, and draft parameters for such a legal instrument, and to transmit 
the report of the group of experts to the General Assembly for consideration at its sixty-
third session. On 28 September 2007, the Secretary-General appointed a Group of 
Governmental Experts from the following 28 countries: Algeria, Argentina, Australia, 
Brazil, China, Colombia, Costa Rica, Cuba, Egypt, Finland, France, Germany, India, 
Indonesia, Italy, Japan, Kenya, Mexico, Nigeria, Pakistan, Romania, Russia, South Africa, 
Spain, Switzerland, Ukraine, the United Kingdom, and United States. The group met 
three times in 2008, and published a final report on the issue. 

• Preparatory Committee and Conference: 
In 2009, Óscar Arias, then in his second term as President of Costa Rica, introduced the 
Treaty at the United Nations, saying: 

I return today, as a Rip Van Winkle of the modern era, to see that everything has 
changed except this. Peace continues to be a step further away. Nuclear and 
conventional weapons still exist despite the promises. It is up to us to ensure that in 
twenty years we do not awaken to the same terrors we suffer today. I am not ignorant 
of the fact that the biggest arms dealers in the world are represented here. But today I 
do not speak to the arms manufacturers, but rather to the leaders of humanity, who 
have the responsibility to put principles before profits, and enable the promise of a 
future in which, finally, we can sleep peacefully. 

In that same year, an Open-ended Working Group—open to all States—held two 
meetings on an arms trade treaty. A total of six sessions of this Group were planned. 
However, at the end of 2009, the General Assembly of the United Nations decided by 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Kenya
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/European_Union
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Bahrain
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Belarus
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/China
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Egypt
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/India
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Iran
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Iraq
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Israel
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Kuwait
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Laos
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Libya
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Marshall_Islands
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Nepal
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Oman
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Pakistan
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Qatar
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Russia
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Saudi_Arabia
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Sudan
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Syria
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/United_Arab_Emirates
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Venezuela
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Yemen
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Zimbabwe
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Algeria
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/United_Nations_Charter
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Colombia
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Cuba
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Indonesia
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Mexico
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Nigeria
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Romania
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/South_Africa
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Spain
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Switzerland
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ukraine
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Nuclear_weapon


                  DISEC STUDY GUIDE                     
 

11 | P a g e  
 
 

resolution A/RES/64/48 to convene a Conference on the Arms Trade Treaty in 2012 "to 
elaborate a legally binding instrument on the highest possible common international 
standards for the transfer of conventional arms". The decision was influenced by the 
change in position of the United States (the largest arms producer and only country 
voting against resolution 61/89), which took place upon a change in leadership from 
George W. Bush to Barack Obama, on the condition they were "under the rule of 
consensus decision-making needed to ensure that all countries can be held to standards 
that will actually improve the global situation.” 

• Adoption of the treaty: 
The UN General Assembly of 2 April 2013 (71st Plenary Meeting) adopted the ATT as a 
resolution by a 154-to-3 vote with 23 abstentions. North Korea, Iran, and Syria voted in 
opposition. China and Russia, among the world's leaders in weapon exports, were 
among the 23 nations that abstained.  Cuba, India, Indonesia, Myanmar, Nicaragua, Saudi 
Arabia, and Sudan also abstained. Armenia, Dominican Republic, Venezuela, and 
Vietnam did not vote. 
The treaty was opened for formal signature by all states in New York on 3 June 2013.[2] 
It entered into force on 24 December 2014, 90 days after the date of the 50th 
ratification. 

• Contents:  
The UN Office for Disarmament Affairs claimed the treaty would not interfere with 
domestic arms commerce or the right to bear arms in its member states; ban the export 
of any type of weapon; harm the legitimate right to self-defence; or undermine national 
arms regulation standards already in place. 

The Arms Trade Treaty obligates member states to monitor arms exports and ensure 
that weapons don't cross existing arms embargoes or end up being used for human-
rights abuses, including terrorism. Member states, with the assistance of the U.N., will 
put into place enforceable, standardized arms import and export regulations (much like 
those that already exist in the U.S.) and be expected to track the destination of exports 
to ensure they do not end up in the wrong hands. Ideally, that means limiting the inflow 
of deadly weapons into places like Syria. 

Advocates of the treaty say that it only pertains to international arms trade, and would 
have no effect on current domestic laws. These advocates point to the UN General 
Assembly resolution starting the process on the ATT. The resolution explicitly states 
that it is "the exclusive right of States to regulate internal transfers of arms and national 
ownership, including through constitutional protections on private ownership." 

• Advocated contents:  
International non-government and human rights organizations including Amnesty 
International, Oxfam, the Arias Foundation for Peace and Human Progress, Safeworld, 
and the International Action Network on Small Arms (who lead the Control Arms 
Campaign) have developed analysis on what an effective ATT would look like. 
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It would ensure that no transfer is permitted if there is substantial risk that it is likely 
to: 

• be used in serious violations of international human rights or humanitarian 
law, or acts of genocide or crimes against humanity; 

• facilitate terrorist attacks, a pattern of gender-based violence, violent crime, 
or organized crime; 

• violate UN Charter obligations, including UN arms embargoes; 
• be diverted from its stated recipient; 
• adversely affect regional security; or 
• seriously impair poverty reduction or socioeconomic development. 

Loopholes would be minimized. It would include: 

• all weapons—including all military, security, and police arms, related 
equipment and ammunition, components, expertise, and production 
equipment; 

• all types of transfer—including import, export, re-export, temporary transfer, 
and transhipment, in the state sanctioned and commercial trade, plus 
transfers of technology, loans, gifts, and aid; and 

• all transactions—including those by dealers and brokers, and those providing 
technical assistance, training, transport, storage, finance, and security. 

The Amnesty International website "loopholes" include shotguns marketed for deer 
hunting that are virtually the same as military/police shotguns and rifles marketed for 
long range target shooting that are virtually the same as military/police sniper rifles. 
Amnesty International advocates that the civilian guns must be included in any 
workable arms trade controls; otherwise, governments could authorize export/import 
of sporting guns virtually the same as military/police weapons in function. 
It must be workable and enforceable. It must: 

• provide guidelines for the treaty's full, clear implementation; 
• ensure transparency—including full annual reports of national arms 

transfers; 
• have an effective mechanism to monitor compliance; 
• ensure accountability—with provisions for adjudication, dispute settlement, 

and sanctions; 
• include a comprehensive framework for international cooperation and 

assistance. 
NGOs are also advocating that the ATT must reinforce existing responsibilities to assist 
survivors of armed violence, as well as identify new avenues to address suffering and 
trauma. 

• Signatories and parties:  
As of August 2020, 109 states have ratified or acceded to the ATT, including five of the 
world's top 10 arms producers (the United Kingdom, France, Germany, Italy, and Spain). 
Twenty-one ratifying states provisionally applied articles 6 and 7 of the treaty, pending 
its entry into force. 
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ROP:    http://www.mun.jyc.co.in/assets/procedure.pdf 
 
REFERENCE SITES:  
*(the usage of Wikipedia will be highly frowned upon by the EB. Refrain from 
using the same.)* 
- https://www.businessinsider.com/these-are-worlds-25-largest-arms-manufacturers-
in-the-world-2019-11?IR=T 
- https://www.sipri.org/media/press-release/2018/global-arms-industry-us-
companies-dominate-top-100-russian-arms-industry-moves-second-place 
- https://www.unodc.org/images/odccp/terrorism_weapons_conventional.html 
- https://www.international-
alert.org/sites/default/files/Biting_the_Bullet_Briefing10_EN_2001.pdf 
- https://fas.org/asmp/campaigns/smallarms/IssueBrief3ArmsTrafficking.html 
- https://www.un.org/disarmament/convarms/salw/ 
- https://medium.com/smartaim-tech/war-for-money-leading-private-military-
companies-of-the-world-eab9f9fe2de8 
- https://www.un.org/press/en/2015/sc11889.doc.htm 
- https://www.defensenews.com/land/2017/05/10/india-israel-forge-partnership-
for-small-arms-production/ 
- http://www.smallarmssurvey.org/weapons-and-markets/transfers/illicit-
trafficking.html#:~:text=Share%20to%20Email-
,Illicit%20Trafficking,illicit%20weapons%20is%20often%20highest. 
- https://unidir.org/projects/preventing-terrorists-acquiring-weapons-expert-
seminar-examine-options-effectively-2 
- https://icct.nl/publication/icct-situation-report-the-use-of-small-arms-light-
weapons-by-terrorist-organisations-as-a-source-of-finance-in-the-middle-east-and-
north-africa/ 
 

All the best! 
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