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Delegates note: Committee will be placed in January of 2025. Thus covid-
19 has been irradicate and economic stability has once again been 
achieved. 
Introduction 
 The United Nations Security Council (UNSC) is one of the six principal organs of the United 
Nations (UN), charged with ensuring international peace and security, accepting new 
members to the United Nations and it is paramount to note that it is the only committee 
who can approve changes to its charter. The Security Council takes the lead in determining 
the existence of a threat to the peace or act of aggression. It calls upon the parties to a 
dispute to settle it by peaceful means and recommends methods of adjustment or terms of 
settlement. In some cases, the Security Council can resort to imposing sanctions or even 
authorize the use of force to maintain or restore international peace and security. The UN 
Security Council currently consists of 15 members (5 permanent, 10 non-permanent) at 
any time. The five permanent members are – People’s Republic of China, the United 
Kingdom, the United States of America, the Russian Federation and France. The ten non-
permanent members are elected for a period of 2 years by the General Assembly. 
 
As diplomatic  delegates to the most powerful body of the UN system, we hope that you will 
perform your duties with dignity, equity and diligence, without for saking the policy of your 
state. 
 
Introduction to the agenda  
Agenda- Reassessing and minimizing the risks of biological warfare. 
 
Biological weapons this has been spoken of a great deal specially during the COVID 19 
pandemic. Conspiracies of corona virus being a biological weapon developed by China have 
made states worried as these weapons can do a lot more damage than nuclear bombs as 
these can wipe out states if not the world. Biological weapons are microorganisms like 
virus, bacteria, fungi, or other toxins that are produced and released deliberately to cause 
disease and death in humans, animals or plants. The Security Council is going to revisit and 
reassess the BWC treaty and find various solutions to eliminate biological weapons. 
Although only a few countries are suspected of having biological weapons, rapidly 
producing and weaponizing biological agents is surprisingly easy. Canada, China, Cuba, 
France, Germany, Iran, Iraq, Israel, Japan, Libya, North Korea, Russia, South Africa, Syria, 
the United Kingdom and the United States have had or are currently suspected of having 
biological weapons programs and there is widespread consensus against the possession 
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and use of biological weapons. Most countries are party of the The Biological Weapons 
Convention the first multilateral disarmament treaty banning the development, production 
and stockpiling of an entire category of weapons of mass destruction, was opened for 
signature on 10 April 1972. The BWC entered into force on 26 March 1975. 
 
But during current times the bwc is falling short, countries like Canada, China, Cuba, 
France, Germany, Iran, Iraq, Israel, Japan, Libya, North Korea, Russia, South Africa, Syria, 
the United Kingdom and the United States are suspected of having biological weapon 
programs. During the past century, more than 500 million people died of infectious 
diseases. Several tens of thousands of these deaths were due to the deliberate release of 
pathogens or toxins, mostly by the Japanese during their attacks on China during the 
Second World War. The German army was the first to use weapons of mass destruction, 
both biological and chemical, during the First World War, although their attacks with 
biological weapons were on a rather small scale and were not particularly successful: 
covert operations using both anthrax and glanders attempted to infect animals directly or 
to contaminate animal feed in several of their enemy countries. After the BWC biological 
attacks have become minimal but still violent non state actors or extremist groups can 
easily get their hands on this. The extremist group Aum Shrinkiyo conducted the latest 
biological attack in the Subways of Tokyo. The possible integration of advanced 
technologies into biological weapons programs and the interest of sub-national actors in 
biological weapons could create qualitative and quantitative proliferation quandaries. The 
pace of discovery in the life sciences over the past few decades has been astonishing, from 
knowledge about the human genome and the pathogenesis of diseases to genetic 
engineering techniques that are being increasingly used to alter genetic material artificially 
and also to transfer it from one microorganism to another, including from one species to 
another. Genetic engineering can thus be used to make diseases resistant to vaccines and 
medical treatments and to make diseases more lethal or more contagious 
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Treaties Pertaining The Agenda  
Biological Weapons Convention (BWC), formally Convention on the Prohibition of the 
Development, Production and Stockpiling of Bacteriological (Biological) and Toxin 
Weapons and on Their Destruction, international treaty that bans the use of biological 
weapons in war and prohibits all development, production, acquisition, stockpiling, or 
transfer of such weapons.  
The convention further requires states-parties to destroy or divert to peaceful purposes 
the "agents, toxins, weapons, equipment, and means of delivery" described above within 
nine months of the convention's entry into force. The BWC does not ban the use of 
biological and toxin weapons but reaffirms the 1925 Geneva Protocol, which prohibits such 
use. It also does not ban biodefense programs. 
 
Country stance 
 

1. North Korea - North Korea is a signatory to the Geneva Protocol, which prohibits the 
use of chemical weapons in warfare, and to the Biological and Toxins Weapons 
Convention (BTWC), which prohibits the development, production and stockpiling 
of bacteriological (biological) and toxin weapons. Evidence suggests that North 
Korea has biological weapons, including anthrax, smallpox, and cholera. Majority of 
the theories regarding North Korea’s bio weaponry and linked with the infamous 
State Academy of Sciences (SAS) runs 40 research institutes, 200 smaller research 
centers, a scientific equipment factory, and six publishing houses. The SAS focuses 
on, among other STEM (science, technology, engineering, mathematics) disciples, 
nanotechnology, biotechnology and their applications to weapons. If true, this 
suggests North Korea is unlikely to abide by the Geneva Protocol or the BTWC. 

 
2. Egypt-It is reported that Egypt's biological warfare efforts may include work on 

plague, botulism toxin and the encephalitis virus. Other research is said to include 
anthrax, Rift Valley fever, and mycotoxicosis. The extent of weaponization of any of 
these agents is unknown, but the extensive domestic Egypt armaments industry is 
probably capable of devising a variety of suitable delivery systems. In 1970, the 
president of Egypt Anwar al-Sadat was reported to have stated that that “Egypt has 

https://www.britannica.com/technology/biological-weapon
https://www.britannica.com/technology/biological-weapon
https://www.britannica.com/topic/war
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biological weapons stored in refrigerators and could use them against Israel’s 
crowded population.” It is also paramount to note that currently egypt is one of the 
only 4 signatories to the Biological Weapons Convention, and has not ratified the 
convention as yet. 
 

3. India- India has a biotechnology infrastructure that includes numerous 
pharmaceutical production facilities and bio-containment laboratories (including 
BSL-3 and BSL-4) for working with lethal pathogens. It also has scientists with 
expertise in infectious diseases. Some of India's facilities are being used to support 
research and development for biological weapons (BW) defense purposes. India has 
ratified the Biological Weapons Convention (BWC) and pledges to abide by its 
obligations. There is no clear evidence, circumstantial or otherwise, that directly 
points toward an offensive BW program. India does possess the scientific capability 
and infrastructure to launch an offensive BW program. In terms of delivery, India 
also possesses the capability to produce aerosols and has numerous potential 
delivery systems ranging from crop dusters to sophisticated ballistic missiles.no 
information exists in the public domain suggesting interest by the Indian 
government in delivery of biological agents by these or any other means. To 
reiterate the latter point, in October 2002, the then President A. P. J. Abdul Kalam 
asserted that "India will not make biological weapons. It is cruel to human 
beings".[16] 

 
 

4. Isreal- Biological weapons. Israel is believed to have developed an offensive 
biological warfare capability. The US Congress Office of Technology Assessment 
records Israel as a country possessing a long-term, undeclared biological warfare 
program. Israel is not a signatory to the Biological Weapons Convention (BWC).  It is 
assumed that the Israel Institute for Biological Research in Ness Ziona develops 
vaccines and antidotes for chemical and biological warfare.[27] It has not been 
possible to conclude whether Israel currently maintains an offensive biological 
weapons program; it is speculated that Israel retains an active ability to produce 
and disseminate biological weapons.[28] 

 
5. China is a party to the major international agreements regulating biological 

weapons, having acceded to the Geneva Protocol in 1952 and the Biological and 
Toxin Weapons Convention (BTWC) in 1984. [1] China was a victim of large-scale 
biological warfare (BW) attacks during the Japanese occupation from 1937 to 1945, 
heavily influencing its later nonproliferation efforts. Beijing declared research on 
biodefense, and the country's growing biotechnology industry provides it with 
substantial dual-use capabilities. However, China has consistently maintained that it 
does not have an offensive BW program. 

  

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Biotechnology
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Pathogens
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Biological_Weapons_Convention
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Aerosol_spray
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Aerial_application
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ballistic_missile
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/A._P._J._Abdul_Kalam
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/India_and_weapons_of_mass_destruction#cite_note-ReferenceA-16
https://www.bing.com/search?q=United+States+Congress&filters=sid%3a44804eab-3b08-37e0-dcd1-76990386d92f&form=ENTLNK
https://www.bing.com/search?q=Office+of+Technology+Assessment&filters=sid%3a8583cdaf-4409-5457-f329-c69588ae5edb&form=ENTLNK
https://www.bing.com/search?q=Biological+Weapons+Convention&filters=sid%3aa7a02b30-52ae-266f-9498-ada4eaf34767&form=ENTLNK
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Israel_Institute_for_Biological_Research
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ness_Ziona
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Vaccines
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Antidote
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Chemical_warfare
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Israel_and_weapons_of_mass_destruction#cite_note-NesZ-27
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Israel_and_weapons_of_mass_destruction#cite_note-28
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6. USA- Throughout its history, the U.S. bioweapons program was secret. It was later 
revealed that laboratory and field testing had been common. The official policy of 
the United States was first to deter the use of bio-weapons against U.S. forces and 
secondarily to retaliate if deterrence failed. In 1969, President Richard Nixon ended 
all offensive/ non defensive aspects of the U.S. bioweapons program. In 1975 the 
U.S. ratified both the 1925 Geneva Protocol and the 1972 Biological Weapons 
Convention (BWC) international treaties outlawing biological warfare. Recent U.S. 
biodefense programs, however, have raised concerns that the U.S. may be pursuing 
research that is outlawed by The United Nations. 

  
7. United Kingdom-The United Kingdom is one of the five official nuclear weapon 

states under the Treaty on the Non-Proliferation of Nuclear Weapons and has an 
independent nuclear deterrent. The UK has been estimated to have a stockpile of 
120 active nuclear warheads and 215 nuclear warheads in total. However, at the 
same time, The British government has progressively reduced its nuclear weapons 
stockpile, with the latest reduction announced in the 2010 Strategic Defense and 
Security Review (SDSR). In the United Kingdom, the Microbiological Research 
Department was established in 1947 and expanded in 1951. Plans for pilot 
biological warfare were made, and research continued on the development of new 
biological agents and weapons design. Britain conducted several trials with 
biological warfare agents in the Bahamas, in the Isles of Lewis, and in Scottish 
waters to refine these weapons. However, in 1957, the British government decided 
to abandon the offensive biological warfare research and to destroy stockpiles. At 
that time, a new emphasis was put on further development of biological defensive 
research. 

  
8. Russia became the world's second nuclear weapon state after it tested its first 

device at Semipalatinsk, Kazakhstan on 29 August 1949. Today it is one of five 
recognized nuclear weapon states under the Treaty on the Non-Proliferation of 
Nuclear Weapons (NPT), a status which it inherited as the legal successor of the 
Soviet Union. Although the significant recent setbacks in U.S.-Russian relations have 
negatively affected bilateral arms control and nonproliferation, Russia has 
historically participated in numerous bilateral arms control treaties and initiatives 
with the United States. These bilateral initiatives helped reduce the Russian arsenal 
substantially from its Soviet-era peak of about 40,000 warheads to approximately 
4,350 according to the most recent estimate. During April 1979, an epidemic of 
anthrax occurred among the citizens of Sverdlovsk (now Ekaterinburg), Russia. The 
epidemic occurred among people who lived and worked near a Soviet military 
microbiology facility (Compound 19) in Sverdlovsk. In addition, many livestock died 
of anthrax in the same area, out to a distance of 50 km. European and US intelligence 
suspected that this facility conducted biological warfare research and attributed the 
epidemic to an accidental release of anthrax spores. Early in February 1980, the 
widely distributed German newspaper Bild Zeitung carried a story about an 



                     UNSC STUDY GUIDE                           

6 | P a g e  
 
 

accident in a Soviet military settlement in Sverdlovsk in which an anthrax cloud had 
resulted as well. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
Questions A Resolution Must Answer 
- Possible means of bribing the biological weapons convention up to the minute  
- Measures to reduce risk of violent non state or state actors getting their hands on bio 
weapons 
- Measures to set international guidelines regarding bio weaponry research  
- Measures to prevent misuse of biological pathogens  
- International regulation of biological weapons 


